
Why it matters for

MICHIGAN

Childhood Immunizations

Michigan has the 6th worst
immunization waiver rate at kindergarten entry 

In 2014, Michigan 
had a 5% drop in 

percentage of children 
being immunized and 

we now rank 47th 
in the nation

Immunizations protect us all

1,424 reported cases of pertussis in 2014 in 
Michigan, a 43% increase since 2013

Immunizations 
are among the 

most successful 
and cost effective 
public health tools 

for preventing 
disease and death.

Immunization rates are falling 
in parts of the United States: measles, meningitis, 
chickenpox and pertussis are making a comeback.

= 6,300 waivers
or

5.3% 
of Michigan’s kindergarteners

Immunizations once nearly eradicated diseases from our population, but they’re making a dangerous 
comeback. Vaccinations only work when a critical number of people are immunized, providing ‘herd 
immunity.’ Herd immunity protects many people who are unable to be immunized, like: babies, seniors, 
pregnant women, cancer patients or individuals with compromised immune systems.

What’s being done to protect our kids
Since Jan. 1, 2015, to obtain a non-medical waiver for school entry, parents and guardians are 
required to receive balanced information about the benefits and risks of immunizations from their 
local public health department.  Parents are still able to request and receive religious or philosophical 
exemptions for their children.  Early data suggests this policy change is dramatically reducing 
Michigan’s waiver rate.

The organizations listed on the reverse side stand together and support 
current efforts to increase Michigan’s childhood immunization rate



Please contact any of these organizations for more information regarding 
efforts to increase Michigan’s childhood immunization rate.


